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Ground Level

Ground Level: The Origin of Existence

Threats from human activities such as develop-
ment

Threats including habitat destruction caused by deforestation,
Toad and river construction, as well as direct hunting and
collection of individuals for commercial and recreational
‘purposes.
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The starting point, ground level, represents the origin of existence.
It is where life begins, where beings first encounter the physical
world and experience events. However, contemplating what
ground level means for life leads us to a deeper reflection.

It seems that death is the only true ground level for life. When life
reaches its end, it returns to this fundamental state, marking the
completion of its journey.

Life

For half a century, various researchers have estimated the total
number of species on Earth, ranging from 500,000 to 10 million.
Even today, biologists have not determined an exact count of
Earth's species. However, within the known species, some life
forms have reached their end.

Threats from invasive species

Threats from invasive species include predation on
native species in their habitat, as well as the depletion of
their habitats or food sources, which can endanger the
Tlocal indigenous ecosystems.
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Changesin the food

The changes in the Barth’s environment, such as
global warming, can have a significant impact on our
lives and the habitats and reproduction environments
of organisms. Glacier melting and rising sea tempera-

Maring anemals

I mirapods

These extinct organisms have surpassed the ground level of life,
transcending to a new realm where they can never return.
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20 O 5 2 01 O Ceratotherium simum cottoni | Atelopus zeteki Hamster
2000 Achatinella apexfulva Bonin pipistrellebat  vaquita
Incilius periglenes Tachybaptus rufolavatus Oryx dammah Psephurus gladius Hapalemur aureus
Cyanopsitta spixii Pachnodus velutinus Diceros bicornis longipes Melomys rubicola Carcharhinus obsoletus
Capra pyrenaica Neptis Rhinoceros sondaicus Rafetus swinhoe
Falcipennis falcipennis Lipotes vexillifer Chelonoidis abingdoni
Corvus hawaiiensis Holdridges toad 38500
Hawaiian honeycreeper Liverpoolpigeon
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The Reference Elevation Model of Antarctica (REMA) i=_

SITE ANALYSIS

(raierze) ' The vast straits, immense waves, and frigid
! climate make Antarctica the most difficult

continent for humans to reach. Compared

~ to other continents, Antarctica remains rel-

atively unfamiliar and mysterious to hu-

manity. Until today, the vast expanse of Ant-

Atlantic Ocean arctica does not belong to any country's
Ushyhia territory, and those who venture there do so

& ATLANKTIC OCEAN FI/AFALA

f Buenos Aires

Punta Arenas N not for development but for scientific ex-
L [#9RTAS LS ploration and adventure. Such a place is an

Fle— South Shetland . . .
Drake Passage Isla exceptionally unique and emblematic part

of Earth.
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~Vostok Station (Russian) South Pole Kernel density estimation (KDE)
Byrd Station {United Kingdom) McMurdo Station (America) distribution of Antarctic tourism resources v
SANAE IV ( South African) Showa (Japan)
O'Higgins Station (Chile)
SITE
The site is located near Base
General Bernardo O'Hig
gins Riquelme, at the north
ernmost tip of Antarctica. In
’ terms of both temperature,
A ! e 10,000 1o terrain, and accessibility, it
N Fd £ 0~0.02 offers better conditions
=Y DY compared to other areas of
. / 0510 ° Antarctica, making it easier
N . / m 1.0-2.0 to reach. Choosing this loca-
™, . ; . 2.0-4.0 o
R . , . 4.0~6.0 tion also allows more people
Eimnan I e, o e - 6.0-8.0 to see the architecture we've .
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Project Background Mass evolu

Today, global climate change is one of the significant reasons _
for animal extinction and species decline. Antarctica, as a PI'GVCH_UI}S damage to
continent covered by glaciers, experiences glacier melting the building structure 1

every year, leading to rising sea levels, disruption of food from snow and ice — IFF'
chains and ecosystems, and threats to animal habitats and ~ sliding '
migration routes. In such an environment with already — EVIOAICT RKANRD
relatively limited species, the impact of climate changeiseven 1~~~ =~ AHIFENI T4 < N
more pronounced, further exacerbating the ecological imbal-  aaf
ance. )
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In light of this, we have decided to construct a profoundly ~ Adjusting the exterior
meaningful building on the continent of Antarctica, serving based on the shape of ) )
‘both as a memorial to endangered animals and asa symbolof  the site. Light Scattering

their protection. This building will carry our reverence and B OFARICEE S THHEL
a . . . RS 5,
ppreciation for the natural environment. By adopting a

Within this structure, glass columns

common ground-level form, we aim to convey the continuity . AIFE play a unique and vital role. These
and resilience of life. Above the horizon line symbolizes the [;l,T.] _' )11..11 glass columns are not merely a part
continuation of life, while below it symbolizes the dormant iy '__i. of the structure; they represent a

perfect blend of art and science.
Each glass column is designed to
utilize the phenomenon of light
scattering, transforming monochro-
matic light into a vibrant array of
colors. In the pristine polar world,
these glass columns shimmer like

frozen wotld. We will use this as our design concept, meticu-

Tously crafting unique spaces to meet various functional needs. Incorporating the
Addiﬁona]ly, wehope to convey our call and commitment to shape of ice columns.
nature conservation through this polar building. HAEDTARZ B AN 2,
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respect and appreciation for the diversity of nature, inspiring contemplation and
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